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S.N. 10/677,421 Amendment 

Remarks 

Claims 1 and 19, the only independent claims in this application, have been amended to 
more specifically recite subject that is present in the Ser. No. 10/677,421 (filed October 2, 2003) 
application, and that is not present in USP 6,582,773 patent that was cited by the Examiner. In 
particular, claims 1 and 19 have been amended to recite, for example, an "external heat source" 
that applies heat to a supply line through which inert gas (claim 1) or a liquid mixture (claim 19) 
is passed before it arrives at the "gas burner assembly." Figures 24 and 25 of the subject 
application illustrate exemplary embodiments of the claimed "external heat source" which can 
be. for example, a heated hose/hot water jacket (Figure 24) or an electrically conductive hose 
(Figure 25) in which an electric current is used for heating purposes. 

Significantly, Figures 24 and 25, as well as the portions of the specification relating 
thereto, of the subject application are not included in the 773 patent cited by the Examiner. It, 
therefore, would have been impossible for the applicants to obtain claims of a scope 
commensurate with the amended claims presented in this amendment because, for example, the 
applications that resulted in the 773 patent do not include a teaching, suggestion or description 
of the now claimed "external heat source." Had the applicants tried to do so when prosecuting 
the 773 patent, such claims would have been rejected as not being described in the application 

that resulted in the 773 patent. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that it is not proper to use the 773 
patent as a basis for rejecting the currently amended claims along the lines stated in the Office 
Action. As such, the Examiner is respectfully requested to withdraw the rejections made in the 
last Office Action. 

It is respectfully submitted that the currently amended claims are in condition for 
allowance and, therefore, a formal notice to that effect is earnestly solicited. Should the 
Examiner be of the opinion that atelephone conference would help expedite the prosecution of 
this application, then he is requested to contact the undersigned attorney at his convenience. 
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S.N. 10/677,421 



Amendment 



Dated: March 24, 2005 




By. 



WELSH & KATZ, LTD. 

120 S. Riverside Plaza, 22nd Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone: (312) 655-1500 
Facsimile: (312) 655-1501 



I hereby certify under 37 C.F.R. 1.8 that this paper 
via facsimile pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.6(d) to the U. 
Office, (703) 872-9306. on the date indicated below. 




Date: March 25, 2005 
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